l8o             FOR    SERVICES    RENDERED        ACT III

MRS. ARDSLEY: I thought you were lying down, Evie. They

told me you didn't feel quite up to the mark.
EVA: I had to come down to tea.  Collie's coming.
Lois: [Shocked} Collie.

EVA: He'd have been so disappointed if I hadn't come.
MRS* ARDSLEY: You've put on your best dress.
EVA: It is rather an occasion, isn't it? You see, Fm engaged

to be married.

ETHEL: Evie, what do you mean?
EVA: I'm telling you beforehand so that you should be

prepared.   Collie's coming here this afternoon to talk

to father about it.  Don't say anything about it till he

comes.

\There is a moment*s awkward pause.   They none of them

know ivhat to suy or do.

MRS. ARDSLEY: Let me give you your tea, darling.
EVA: I don't want any tea. I'm too excited. [She catches sight

of the string of pearls that Lois had put on the table.} What

are these pearls doing here?
Lois: You can have them if you like*
MRS. ARDSLEY: Lois.
Lois: They're mine.
EVA: Can I really?  It'll be an engagement present.  Oh,

Lois, that is sweet of you. [She goes up to her and kisses her,

then, standing in front of the glass puts them on.} Collie always

says I have such a pretty neck.

[MR. ARDSLEY and HOWARD come in.
ARDSLEY: Now what about this cup of tea?
HOWARD: Hulloa, Evie. All right again?
EVA: Oh, yes. There's nothing the matter with me*
ARDSLEY: All ready to start, Lois?
Lois: Yes.